THE  REVOLUTION
decimal principle, which expedites calculation. This rational
invention has proved so convenient that it has been adopted every-
where except in the English-speaking countries.
Another device, the Grand lime (Great Book) of the Public Debt,
in which all claims upon the State were entered and reduced to
a uniform system, regardless of origin, was a prudent measure
intended to reassure the creditors of the State. As for the declara-
tion that 'the Republic does not pay the expenses of any form of
worship', this was a measure of economy adopted in order to
abolish the salaries of the constitutional clergy; it was not an
attempt to apply the principle of the separation of Church and
State.
The systematic organization of public instruction, drawn up
by the philosopher Gondorcet, was paralysed for lack of money
and did not go beyond the foundation of 'central schools', based
upon the study of the sciences and inaugurating a system of
freedom for the pupils, and of a few special schools for higher
education, which contained the germ of the French polytechnic
and normal schools of the present day (the Scole polytechnique> or
higher technical training college, and the £cole normals, or training
college for teachers); while the term Institut, applied to the joint
body of learned societies (Academies),, and the name instituteur,
applied to schoolmasters, are also survivals of it.
50HANGES   IN   THE   ARMY
The army was reorganized by uniting in a single regiment
(known as a farm-brigade) the soldiers belonging to the old regi-
ments and the battalions of National Guards, and the whole army
was clothed in the blue uniform of the National Guard. The corps
of officers which, in accordance with the tradition of the French
nobility, had hitherto been composed mainly of nobles, had under-
gone an abrupt transformation, for the vacancies left in it by the
emigration of the former officers had been filled by non-commis-
sioned officers, recruited among the lowest strata of the population,
whose manners, language, and sentiments they retained. The
army commands became more popular and republican in charac-
ter than political offices, which never ceased to be recruited among
the bourgeoisie.
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